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Easter Newsletter 2017 
 

Upcoming Events 
School Uniform Fitting 

15th May from 2pm to 

4pm and 5pm to 7pm         

Open Day              

for new pupils after 

Easter. If you wish to 

enrol your child for 

September 2017 please 

contact the school for 

an enrolment form or 

download a form on our 

website 

www.knocktemplens.ie 

Cash for Clobber: Our 

annual cash for 

clobber. This is a great 

chance to support the 

school while clearing 

out unwanted clothing 

and shoes. Collection 

will be after Easter 

First Communion      

Saturday 13th May 

2017 @ 11am in St. 

Bartholomew’s Church                  

 

 

 

 

World Book Day Photographs                                                               

We celebrated or annual World Book Day with a parade involving all 

classes dressing up in their favourite book character. The winners 

were: Ms. Larmer – Daniel Hofmann(Fox in Socks) and Amber Tighe 

(Belle Beauty and the Beast), Ms. Brady - Finn Colwell (Jack and the 

Beanstalk) and Alice McGeough(Monaghan Footballer) Mr. Sheils - 

Darragh Hofmann(Cat in the hat), Kaitlyn de Kleer (Goldilocks) Mr. 

Kelly - Killian Hofmann (Gandalf the Wizard) Ped Erickson(The 

Kindle) Aoife Henry (Collins English Dictionary) Mr. McCaffrey - 

Cailan Acan (Stickman), Jade Wall (Mad Hatter) Ms. White Lynch - 

Daniel Murphy(Fantastic Mr. Fox), Caoimhe Hetherton(Mary 

Poppins). See our website for more photographs. 

 

Knocktemple on Today FM                                                                 

Our school featured on Today FM this term when pupils from 2nd 

and 3rd class were interviewed by the Ian Dempsey Breakfast 

Show.They spoke about St. Patrick, parades and the visit of our 

Taoiseach to the USA. See link below!  

https://www.todayfm.com/The-Ian-Dempsey-Breakfast-

Show/Back-to-School--Knocktemple-School-in-Cavan. 
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Social Outing – photo’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fire Safety at Knocktemple NS John Clancy, Virginia Fire Service, called to our school 

and spoke to the pupils in Mr. Kelly’s class about his work in the Fire Service and the 

importance of Fire Safety in the home. The pupils had many questions for John and we 

thank him for his very important and informative presentation. 

Green School Travel Theme 

As part of our Green Schools Travel theme we entered “The Big Travel 

Challenge” competition this term.  To celebrate winning the bicycle rack 

the Green School Committee decided to focus on cycling for the 

competition.  We recorded each day how many children cycled to school. 

Also to help us achieve our 4th Green Flag the school held a COW (Cycle on 

Wednesday) day.  Many thanks to parents and children for their 

participation and achievement and thanks to everyone for completing our 

survey. 

 

 

  

      Green School Committee 2017 

Tennis Coaching 

commenced this 

term for all classes 

in our school and 

all the children had 

a great welcome 

for Michal. We are 

grateful to the 

Board of 

Management for 

funding the tennis 

coaching.           

“Talk with your 

racket, play with 

your heart” 

 

 

Active School Committee 2016/17:  Our active school committee 

continues to work hard and they are planning for the renewal of our 

active school flag next term. The Active School committee consists 

of: Samantha Faherty, Eoin Hetherton, Megan Magee, Paul 

Gilsenan, Ciara Enright, Harry Watters, Mr. Kelly and Mr. Mulvey. 

Student Council for Year 2016/17: Our Student Council 

represent all the pupils in our school. On our committee we have:  

Jake Hayes, Luke Naughton, Emma Hetherton, Madeleine Hughes, 

Karla Connell, Nathan McCracken and Jason Gilsenan. 

Congratulations to Gráinne Hetherton who won an iTunes voucher worth €15 with an entry in the 

Primary Planet Magazine “Gráinne’s Top 5 playlist.” 



 

 

Grandparents Day: As part of Catholic Schools 

Week, we invited all Grandparents to our school for 

a prayer service in the school hall. This is one of the 

highlights of the school year and we hope 

all 'grannies and grandads' enjoyed their nostalgic 

trip back to school! 

 

Spelling Bee 2017 

Congratulations to all pupils who took part in the spelling bee 

competition. After a very exciting final between Josh 

Fitzsimons, Chloe Donoghue, Cian Byrne and Emily Towell we 

had a winner. Emily will 

represent our school in the 

County Spelling Bee competition after Easter.  

Best of luck Emily! 

 

Peace Prom 2017                                                                           

We had a wonderful day on Sunday 5th February in the 

RDS at the Peace Proms. Our school was represented 

by 33 pupils from 5th and 6th classes and we are very 

proud of them. The concert was a unique occasion and a 

memorable one for 

all parents and 

families in the 
audience as well as 

all the 

choir members on stage!  We are very grateful to Ms. 

White Lynch and Mr. McCaffrey for preparing the choir 

and accompanying them to the RDS. Thanks also to 

Ailbhe Hanley and Mr. Mulvey for her help. There are some lovely photographs on the 

school website which capture the scenes and the atmosphere on the day. 

 

 

Quiz Pupils took part in the Cumann na mBunscol quiz in Cavan, the Virginia 

Credit Union quiz and the Credit Union Plus Quiz in Simonstown Navan. 

Thanks to parents and teachers for their support. 

 



Phones/Phones/Phones:  Please check at home and with friends if there are any old Mobile 

Phones to enable to be able to get another free iPad for our School. 

 

 

 

Liathróid Lámha: Knocktemple NS Handball team who 

participated in a Handball tournament in St. Patrick's 

College Cavan. The team for 

this year were: Fergal Smith, 

Paul Gilsenan, Sean Glennon, 

Ronan Skelly, Nathan de 

Kleer and Daniel Yore. All 

players represented their school with distinction. 

Congratulations and well 

done to all players! John 

Fitzsimons continues to 

coach our young handballers in the club. 

 

Bizworld Ireland Workshop                                                               

Leanne O’Connell from the Oldcastle branch of Bank of Ireland delivered an entrepreneurial 

workshop to our 5th class pupils. It was a fun and 

informative workshop where children learned as much 

about their own strengths and capabilities as they do 

about business organization. The workshop promotes 

entrepreneurship skills for 10-13 year olds. The 

students 

learned 

about money 

management and enterprise in a fun and creative 

way. Instilling an entrepreneurial spirit in children 

from a young age and developing their awareness 

of financial management, means they are equipped 

to become financially responsible members of 

society. The skills children develop in BizWorld 

Ireland workshops are the most sought-after skills in the workforce today: creativity, 

collaboration, communication, teamwork, negotiation. 

Music by Clara McCabe: Each pupil learned a broad range of skills from note 

reading, theory, aural development and they will be able to apply these skills to 

other areas should they wish to continue with music. Clara will have a short 

recorder recital after Easter on Thursday 27th April at 12.30pm.  



10 @ 10 Operation Transformation:                                                                    

We had great fun as we 

took part in the Operation 

Transformation 10 @ 10! All 

pupils took part in a Physical 

Activity session for 10 

minutes at 10 throughout the country.  All classes 

took part in a variety of activities.  We entered our 

school in the 10 @ 10 

Operation Transformation 

Competition.  

 

Cell Explorers Workshop by Caroline Stephens 

This workshop 

was delivered to 

5th 6th class pupils 

this term and it 

will form part of 

our Discover 

Primary Science 

and Maths 

project. It was a 

most enjoyable 

experience and 

was very hands 

on. The students 

worked in groups 

and did their own 

experiments, they 

learned all about 

what scientists do 

and this workshop 

encourages kids to think about STEM subjects. We are grateful to Caroline Stephens 

(parent) for bringing the workshop to our school. (Photos on website) 

 

 

 

 

Camógie: Congratulations to our Camógie 

teams (u 9, u 11 and u13) who have been 

very successful this term and a special 

thank you to Bernie and Sharon and the 

other mentors for their dedication. 



 

Junior Entrepreneur Congratulations to The Flour Power Bakery on their winning project 

Dragon’s Den 2017. The pupils on the winning team were Daniel Murphy, Fergal M cElroy, 

Cian Byrne and Emily Towell. Thanks to Stephen Farrelly and Pauric McEvoy who 

volunteered to assess all the fantastic Projects and picked “The Flour Power” Bakers as 

the winning Project.  We also had a visit from local businessman Pauric White from The 

Forge Restaurant. Pauric acted as a mentor and he gave great advice and tips for our 

young entrepreneurs. More details on knoctemplens.ie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Tag Rugby – Aldi Rugby Provincial Primary School Festival                             

Our 6th Class took part in the Aldi Tag Rugby festival at Virginia RFC, Ballyjamesduff Road, 

Virginia and had a most enjoyable day. 

Cavan GAA Coach                                                                                

Keith Green, Cavan GAA Development Officer and Hurling Coach, began coaching 

Camógie/Hurling to the boys and girls in our school.  Keith will continue after Easter and we 

hope this will complement the coaching that is already underway at club level.                                                                                                                                        

        

Soccer: Our Senior pupils took part in the Spar FAI 

Primary School 5 a side Competition in Cootehill Harps 

FC. Thank you to Mr. Kelly for coaching and managing 

our soccer teams.                                                  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home School Links: If any of your contact information changes, (mobile 

numbers, work numbers, address or email address) please let us know as soon 

as possible so that we can reach you in the case of an emergency. Thank you. 

Meetings with teachers….If there is a problem or an issue related to your 
child at school, please speak to the class teacher in the first instance. 
Unless your comment or query is very brief, it is not advisable to try to hold 
a meeting at the classroom door. We ask that you ring the school and make 
an appointment in advance at a time that suits you and the teacher. 

Collecting your child early…If you need to collect your child early from 
school, please go to the secretary's office and sign them out.  The secretary 
will arrange for your child to be collected from the classroom.  Likewise if you 
need to drop anything to your child during school hours, give it to the 
secretary who will pass it on to your child. 

School Website: We are continuously updating our school website. You will 
find some school policies in the download section of our website. There are 
also some photographs and information about our school. Our website address 
is www.knocktemplens.ie 

Literacy and Numeracy: See below two links to some useful advice on literacy 
and numeracy for primary school children. 

1. http://www.ncca.ie/en/Curriculum_and_Assessment/Parents/Primary/Inf
ant_classes_Maths_resources/Infant_Classes_Maths_Resources.html 
 

2. http://www.helpmykidlearn.ie/ 
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We were honoured by 

a visit from Rosena 

Jordan, INTO 

President. Rosena 

visited classrooms and 

spoke to all the 

children and staff.  

 

Cáirde News      

Our Cáirde classes 

enjoyed their 

annual social trip 

this term. We hope 

to offer Music 

Therapy and Horse 

Riding later in the 

year. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book Fair    

The Book Fair was a fantastic success earning €1,074.00 worth                           

of free books for our school, thanks to children and parents.  

 

Seachtain na Gaeilge Bhí seachtain na Gaeilge again sa scoil agus                                     

bhí an sport again ag an Céilí ar an Aoine. Bhí tráth na gceist ar                                          

siúil sna ranganna. Bhí duaiseanna ar fáil do Ghaeilgeoir na                                   

Seachtaine.  Bhuaigh Emma Hetherton, Shauna Barr, Rheanna 

Connell agus Holly Watters Gaeilgeoirí na Seachtaine. Bhí Lá Glas 

againn ar an gCéadaoin. Comhghairdeas leo. Beatha teanga í a 

labhairt.  

Raffle Parents Association                                                                            

The annual Easter raffle took place in school on Friday 7th April 2017..  The 

raffle winners were:  1st Prize, Paul Gilsenan 2nd Prize, Oisín Glennon 3rd Prize, 

Ronan McLaughlin, 4th Prize Paul Gilsenan, 5th Prize Cory Reilly and 6th Prize 

Shane Hetherton.  The parents association would like to thank all staff, pupils, 

parents and families who bought tickets and a special mention to Julie Bird Bus 

Escort for donation of 3 lovely Easter hampers and also to Megan Magee, Emer 

Crawley, Fergal McElroy and Rory Lynch who sold the tickets in the hall each day.  

 

 

  

 

                        

 

Cairde Fundraising: Thank you to the large number of parents, children, 

staff and community members who supported our Cairde fundraising 

initiative.  We are also very grateful to the many businesses that kindly 

sponsored this fundraiser.  With the kindness of so many we have raised 

almost €18,000 to date, this will equip our therapy/sensory room. 

Pyjama Party 

See our website for more 

photographs of this fun 

filled day during the week  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Management: Our Board of Management is made up of: two nominees of the patron 

(one of whom shall be the Chairperson), two nominees of the parents of children enrolled in the 

school, (one mother, one father), the Principal and one other teacher, (elected by the teaching 

staff), two members of the wider community. The members of our present board are: Patron’s 

Nominee - Seamus O’Shea (Chairperson), Fr. Frank Kelleher, Parent Nominees – Paraic 

Hetherton, Catherine White Byrne, Principal – Vincent Mulvey, Staff Nominee – Sara Clarke, 

Community Nominees – Ann Brady, Bob Gilbert. 

The functions of the Board of Management are outlined below:  

 

 Manage the school on behalf of the Patron, for the educational benefit of the 

students 

 Uphold the characteristic spirit and ethos of the school 

 Approval of policy 

 Appointment of Staff 

 Responsibility for school finances and insurances 

 Promote communication between the school, the parents and community 

 

 

Be Active: The Be Active After School Activity Programme 

(ASAP) has concluded for this year. The programme was 

delivered to 1st and 2nd class this year and we thank the staff 

volunteers again for making this enjoyable programme possible! 

 

INTO GAA Skills Competition 2017 

Congratulations to Ciara Enright (football) Caoimhe Hetherton and 

Megan Magee (Camógie) who represented our school in the  skills 

competition this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scooter Training this week by Susan Doorley was very 

informative for children and staff, Susan will be back again after 

Easter to continue this training for the remaining classes and she 

will also have a Cycle Safety Workshop for Parents.                  

(date to be confirmed) 



The Science Fair in our senior class was a very enjoyable and educational event which is part 

of the Discover Primary Science and Maths project. All classes visited the Science Fair and 

observed the experiments.  Thank you to the pupils and their teacher Ms. White Lynch. 

 

Luke’s Colouring Competition Luke Naughton. rang a cúíg, 

is a member of the student council and he organized a colouring 

competition. The theme of the picture was a cartoon character and there 

were 37 entries. The standard of entries was very high and they are on 

display in the hall. Congratulations to our 4 winners: Zack Fitzsimons, 

Anna Towell, Cailan Acan and Niall Lynch. Thank you to Luke for 

organising the competition. 

 

The Science of today is the technology of tomorrow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     Autism Awareness Week 

                                                      Cailan Acan talking to 6
th

 class 

                                             about autism awareness   

                                               and adapting in our society. 
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